
Sunshine, Puppies 

and CSS



CSS

CSS or Cascading Style Sheets is a way of defining the appearance 
of a web page.  

The style sheet is a text files that contains instructions on how 
your web page should be displayed.  

The instructions are communicated through properties and values 
that tell the web page exactly how certain elements should be 
displayed. 



Benefits of CSS

1. Build from the ground up to replace traditional Web design methods. The 
World Wide Web Consortium (W3C) created CSS to replace HTML tables, font 
tags, frames, and other presentational hacks of HTML elements.

2. Faster download times. Reduction of file size is about 50% less than a Web 
page built with traditional Web design methods.

3. Shorter development time. Easily tweak the design of a thousand-page site 
with just a few edits of one CSS file.

4. Greater control over the typography in a Web page. I'm a type nut, so CSS's 
ability to control typography better than a wimpy FONT tag is a wonderful gift. No 
longer do we need to use the font tag or single-pixel GIFs (SPG) to create leading, 
change font colors, font families, and much more.

5. It's easy to write. You can create and edit CSS as easily as you can hand code 
HTML. 

Taken from Top 10 Reasons to Learn CSS
http://www.sessions.edu/faculty/interviews/Schmitt_ReasonsCSS.asp

http://www.sessions.edu/faculty/interviews/Schmitt_ReasonsCSS.asp


Benefits of CSS
6. Improvements in accessibility. Using CSS effectively means structuring content 
with HTML. With structured HTML -- using <p> tags only for paragraphs, heading 
tags only for headlines, tables for only tabular data, and so on -- you increase 
your audience size without building separate versions of your site.

7. Print designs as well as Web page designs. Create presentations not only for 
Web browsers, but also for other media like print or PowerPoint-like 
presentations.

8. Better control over the placement of elements in Web page. 'Nuff said! 

9. The design of Web pages is separated from the content. By keeping the design 
in separate files linked to the HTML pages, you reduce the likelihood of your page 
designs falling apart over time as different contributors add to the Web page.

10. Better search engine rankings. With only HTML used for structuring content in 
a Web document instead of rigging tags for design, search engines will spider 
your Web page effectively, and more likely give you a higher page ranking.

Taken from Top 10 Reasons to Learn CSS
http://www.sessions.edu/faculty/interviews/Schmitt_ReasonsCSS.asp

http://www.sessions.edu/faculty/interviews/Schmitt_ReasonsCSS.asp
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CSS Structure



h1{color:red;}

Selector Declaration

Property Value

The Selector determines which elements the 
formatting will be applied to…

CSS Structure



h1{color:red;}

Selector Declaration

Property Value

…and the declaration determines what 
formatting will be applied.

CSS Structure



em (such as font-size: 2em) is the unit for the 
calculated size of a font. So "2em", for example, 
is two times the current font size.

px (such as font-size: 12px) is the unit for pixels.

pt (such as font-size: 12pt) is the unit for points.

% (such as font-size: 80%) is the unit for 
percentages.

Units of value can be expressed in many 
different ways, some of the most common are:



There are 3 ways to apply CSS:

•In-line
•Internal 
•External

Applying CSS



In-line

•Sometimes called applying a style locally
•In-line styles take precedence over all other styles
•Good way to experiment with styles
•Does not take advantage of CSS biggest benefits

<p style="color: red;">text</p>



Let’s Build



Internal

<!DOCTYPE html PUBLIC "-//W3C//DTD XHTML 1.0 Strict//EN" 

"http://www.w3.org/TR/xhtml1/DTD/xhtml1-strict.dtd"> 

<html> 

<head> 

<title>CSS Example</title> 

<style type="text/css">

p { color: red; } a { color: blue; }

</style>

...

•Placed inside the head in between style tags
•Affects the entire page
•Good way to experiment with styles
•Does not take advantage of CSS biggest benefits



Let’s Build



External

•Saved as a separate file
•Affects the entire web site
•Preferred method for using style sheets
•Does take advantage of CSS biggest benefits
•Can be linked to any page with simple code

<html> 
<head>
<title>CSS Example</title>
<link rel="stylesheet" type="text/css" href="web.css" />

</head>

p { color: red; }

a {

color: blue;

}

File saved as name.css



Let’s Build



Great Trick…

http://www.alistapart.com/

If you find yourself 
green with envy over 
the CSS of a 
particular site, view 
the source and then 
navigate to the 
stylesheet. 

http://www.alistapart.com/


CSS and Links 

a:link
{
color: #036;
}

a:visited
{
color: #066;
}

a:hover ,a:active 
{
color: #fff; 
background-color: #036; 
}

A:link
Defines the style for normal 
unvisited links.

A:visited
Defines the style for visited links.

A:hover
Defines the style for hovered 
links.  A link is hovered when the 
mouse moves over it.

A:active
Defines the style for active links.
A link becomes active once you 
click on it.

Order matters! Remember LoVe/HAte



CSS and Links 

<style type="text/css">
A:link {text-decoration: none}
A:visited {text-decoration: none}
A:hover {text-decoration: underline; color: red;}
A:active {text-decoration: none}
</style>

A:link
Defines the style for normal 
unvisited links.

A:visited
Defines the style for visited links.

A:hover
Defines the style for hovered 
links.  A link is hovered when the 
mouse moves over it.

A:active
Defines the style for active links.
A link becomes active once you 
click on it. 

<style type="text/css">
A:link {text-decoration: none}
A:visited {text-decoration: none}
A:hover {text-decoration: underline overline; color: red;}

A:active {text-decoration: none}

</style>

<style type="text/css">
A:link {text-decoration: none}
A:visited {text-decoration: none}
A:hover {font-size:24; font-weight:bold; color: red;}

A:active {text-decoration: none}
</style>



Let’s Build

Create a document with a paragraph 
of text and several links(3).  Now 
change the CSS to control the link 
styles.

Try creating navigation 



Class and ID

.intro { 
color: red; 
font-weight: bold; 
}

#title { 
background-color: #cccccc; 
padding: 1em 
}

•a class can be used to identify more than one 
element
•Used on any type of html element
•Used anywhere on the page

Class ID

•an ID can be used to identify one element,
•Used only once on the page
•Best for major structural sections 



Let’s Build

Create a class with your name.  Now 
design this class so that it visually 
represents you



Organizing Your StyleSheet

•Use Comments 
/*   Comments  */

•Set general HTML elements first, then define most commonly used classes
body{
background: #fff;
font: arial, sans-serif 75%;
}
h1 {
font-size: 1.2em;
color: #000;
}

•Name classes and Ids logically (not by color- which may change)



Resources

CSS Properties
http://www.htmldog.com/reference/cssproperties/

Simple CSS: Removing the Underline from Links
http://www.wpdfd.com/issues/85/simple_css_removing_t
he_underline_from_links/

CSS Typeset
http://csstypeset.com/

CSS Elements
http://www.w3schools.com/css/css_examples.asp

CSS Zen Garden
http://www.csszengarden.com/

http://www.htmldog.com/reference/cssproperties/
http://www.htmldog.com/reference/cssproperties/
http://www.wpdfd.com/issues/85/simple_css_removing_the_underline_from_links/
http://www.wpdfd.com/issues/85/simple_css_removing_the_underline_from_links/
http://csstypeset.com/
http://www.w3schools.com/css/css_examples.asp
http://www.csszengarden.com/

